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Conference Goal 
Increase awareness about disparities in the rural community and provide education regarding resources, 
funding, and programs to assist with addressing those needs. 
 

Conference Objectives 
• Recognize the access to care barriers for rural communities 
• Identify resources available to address health disparities 
• Review rural health funding avenues 

 

Continuing Education 
This continuing nursing education activity was approved by the Missouri Nurses Association, an accred-
ited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center's Commission on Accreditation.  The activity 
was approved for 10.25 hours.  Nursing Home Administrators credits have been applied for and are pend-
ing through the Missouri Board of Nursing Home Administrators.  Application has also been made to Mo-
SOPHE for CHES Category I contact hours in health education.  MoSOPHE is a designated provider of 
CE hours in health education by the National Commission for Health Education Credentialing, Inc.  An 
evaluation form must be signed and completed by each participant requesting CEUs. 
 

Monday, October 2, 2006 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Exhibitor Setup     
 
8:00 am – 9:00 am  Registration/Exhibit Viewing 
 
9:00 am – 10:00 am  Welcome and Opening Remarks  
    Michael Prewitt, PhD, MRHA President 
    University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 
 
    “Healthcare Resources and Funding” 
    Dr. James Kimmey, President and CEO, MD, MPH 
    Missouri Foundation for Health, St. Louis, MO 
    
10:00 am – 10:30 am  Break/Exhibit Viewing 
 
10:30 am – 12:00 pm  “No More Silos - Improving EMS Quality in Rural Missouri” 
    Michael French, Director, Area Health Education Centers, Kirksville, MO 
    J. William Jermyn, DO, FACEP, EMS Medical Director 
    Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services, Jefferson City, MO 
  
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm  Lunch/Luncheon Speaker 
    “Building a Culture of Advocacy Around our Rural Values” 
    Hilda Heady, NRHA Past President, Vice-President for Rural Health 
    West Virginia University Health Sciences Center 
    Morgantown, WV   
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1:30 pm – 3:00 pm  “RUPRI and the Importance of Public Policy” 
    Chuck Fluharty, Director, Rural Policy Research Institute 
    Columbia, MO 
 
    State Rural Health Plan Briefing 
    Michael Prewitt, PhD, University of Missouri Columbia 
    Wilbert Meyer, MPH, University of Missouri Columbia 
 
3:00 pm  – 3:15 pm  Break/Exhibit Viewing  
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm  “Challenges of Behavioral Healthcare” (Concurrent A) 
    Bruce Horwitz, PhD, Director 
    University Behavioral Health, Columbia, MO  
     
    “Oral Healthcare” (Concurrent B)  
    Karen Dent, CDA, EFDA, Program Coordinator 
    Oral Health Coalition— MPCA, Jefferson City, MO  
            
4:30 pm – 5:30 pm  MRHA Annual Meeting (MRHA members only) 
 
5:30 pm – 6:30 pm  Reception (Courtyard Lobby/Café Area) 
 
6:30 pm –  7:30 pm  MRHA Board Meeting (Board Only) 
 
Dinner on your own 
 

Tuesday, October 3, 2006 
 
7:00 am – 8:00 am  Breakfast 
 
8:00 am – 9:30 am  “Tips for Writing Winning Grant Proposals”   
    Mary Peterson, RN, BSN,  
    Peterson and Associates, Van Buren, MO 
 
9:30 am – 10:30 am  “Medicaid/MC+ - Advocacy and Reform”  
    Joel Ferber, Managing Attorney (Not Confirmed) 
    Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, St. Louis, MO 
 
10:30 am – 11:00 am  Break/Exhibit Viewing 
 
11:00 am – 12:00 am  “CMS Updates” 
    Robert Epps, Rural Health Coordinator 
    Centers for Medicare & Medicaid  Services, Kansas City, MO 
 
12:00 pm   Adjourn 
 
 
Thank you for your participation at the MRHA Annual Conference! 
 
REMINDER:  Don’t forget to submit your surveys and evaluation forms.  You may also mail the forms to: 
MRHA, P.O. Box 1681, Jefferson City, MO 65102 or fax to (573) 636-5554.   

Conference Agenda 



Conference Information 

Planning Committee: 
 
Lisa DeSha          Michael Prewitt, PhD 
Conference Planner         Conference Committee 
 
Michael French         Wilbert Meyer, MPH  
Conference Committee       Conference Committee 
 
Myrna Bruning, RN            
Nurse Planner          

Presenters: 
James Kimmey, President and CEO 
Missouri Foundation for Health 
St. Louis, MO  
 
Michael French, Director 
Area Health Education Centers 
Kirksville, MO 
 
J. William Jermyn, DO, FACEP 
MO Department of Health & Senior Services 
Jefferson City, MO  
 
Hilda Heady, Past President 
National Rural Health Association 
Washington, DC 
 
Chuck Fluharty, Director 
Rural Policy Research Institute 
Columbia, MO 
 
Wilbert Meyer, MPH, Clinical Instructor 
University of Missouri - Columbia 
Columbia, MO  

Michael Prewitt, PhD, Associate Vice Provost 
University of Missouri - Columbia 
Columbia, MO 
 
Mary Peterson, RN, BSN 
Peterson & Associates 
Van Buren, MO 
 
Joel Ferber, Managing Attorney 
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri 
St. Louis, MO 
 
Robert Epps, Rural Health Coordinator 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
Kansas City, MO 
 
Karen Dent, CDA, EFDA, Program Coordinator 
Oral Health Network of Missouri—MPCA 
Jefferson City, MO  
 
Bruce Horwitz, PhD 
University Behavioral Health, UMC 
Columbia, MO  

All About Columbia: 
 
Visitors and Convention Bureau: 
www.visitcolumbiamo.com 
 

City of Columbia Website: 
www.ci.columbia.mo.us 

Columbia Visitors’ guides will  
BE provided. 

Membership Information: 
 

 

_____Yes, I want to become an MRHA member: 
 

   _____Individual Member ($50) 
    _____Organizational Membership ($150)  
 

 _____Bill _____Charge to Credit Card 

 

Become a member 
today and receive $10 
off  the registration. 



Hotel Information 
Courtyard by Marriott 
3301 LeMone Industrial Blvd. 
Columbia, MO 65201 
Local: (573) 443-8000 
www.marriott.com 

Reservations: 
A special room rate of $79.00 (exclusive of 
tax) has been established at the Courtyard 
Marriott.  A limited number of rooms will 
be available.  Reservations must be made 
directly with the hotel by September 11, 
2006.  Be sure to state you are with Group 
Block MRHA when making your reserva-
tion. 

Reservations to stay at the hotel 
are due by September 11, 2006. 

Registration form 
Please use the following form to register one or more people to attend the MRHA Annual Conference.  If you wish 
to register more than two people, please attach a separate sheet of paper stating the name, credentials, title, depart-
ment and email address of the additional attendees.  The two-day registration includes breakfast, lunch, reception, 
breaks and conference materials.  Registrations must be received before September 29, 2006. 

Please mail, fax or email registration 
and proper payment to: 
MRHA 
Attn: Lisa DeSha 
P.O. Box 1681 
Jefferson City, MO 65102 
Fax: (573) 636-5554 
Email: mrha@socket.net 
 

Special Assistance Needs: 
If you need special accommodations, 
please contact Lisa DeSha by 
09/22/2006 at the MRHA Office. 
 

Cancellation Policy: A participant 
may cancel a registration up to two 
weeks before the conference date 
and receive a full refund.  Fifty per-
cent of the fee will be refunded if the 
cancellation is made one week prior 
to the conference date.  NO FEES 
ARE REFUNDED THE DAY OF 
THE CONFERENCE. 
 

Free DXA Bone Density 

Scans  - Monday Only! 
 

We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

Attendee 1: Name/Credentials ___________________________________________ 
 
  Title/Dept. ________________________________________________ 
   
  Address ___________________________________________________ 
  
  City/State/Zip ______________________________________________ 
 
  Phone/Fax _________________________________________________ 
 
  Email: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Attendee 2: Name/Credentials ___________________________________________ 
 
  Title/Dept. ________________________________________________ 
   
  Email:  ___________________________________________________ 
   
 

Status:  ” Health Professional $155.00 
       
  ” Student $100.00 (Enrolled full-time in accredited university)  

Payment:    ” Check (Payable to MRHA)      ” MasterCard     ” VISA  
 
Name as Appears on Card: ______________________________________ 
 
Card Number: ______/_______/_______/________  Exp. ______/______ 
 
Signature:____________________________________________________ 
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